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I hope everyone had a restful and enjoyable Spring Break.  
We are back in full swing and preparing to begin this 
year’s CAASPP testing.  7th and 8th graders will be testing 
during the weeks of April 24—May 19.  6th graders will be 
testing during the week of May 22.  Information is being 
sent home this week by email and hard copy, so check 
with your student and check your email.  If you don’t 
receive any information, call the school office. 
Our graduation planning committees are hard at work 
getting ready for end-of-year festivities.  Thank you to all 
of our dedicated parent volunteers who work so hard to 
make graduation memorable for our students. 

Our Spring Concert is on May 9, with performances from 
our Jazz Band, Concert Band, and Choir.  More 
information can be found on page 2. 

Lastly, our Spring Open House will be on Thursday, May 
18, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  You will have the opportunity 
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to visit your child’s classrooms and see examples of the 
outstanding work done throughout the year.  You will 
also have the opportunity to visit the Art Show, 
showcasing student art from throughout the entire 
district, from Kindergarten through 8th grade.  

Have a wonderful month! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
March saw Student Council collect donations for the Leukemia/
Lymphoma Society.  Students donated money and for every $2.00 
donated, they received a raffle ticket.  Raffle tickets were then placed 
in three different raffle bins for a chance to win three different prizes: 

1) a money case filled with $200.00 in cash     

2) an Echo Dot 

3) a Pouch Couch 

 

The winners of the raffle prizes 
were: 

• $200 – Marissa Sollid 

• Echo Dot – Will Pacheco 

• Pouch Couch – Bailey Hawthorne 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our winners.  Thank you to the students who 
donated money.  We were able to raise a total of $1,723.   

GREAT JOB, SAN BENANCIO! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• Collaboration Day   April 19 

• 8th Grade Field Trip  April 25 

• Collaboration Day   May 3 

• Strategic Planning   May 3 

• 8th Grade Field Trip  May 5 

• Spring Concert   May 9 

• WUSD Board Meeting  May 10 

• Dance     May 12 

• Art Show    May 16-18 

• Collaboration Day    May 17 

• Open House   May 18 

• Class Picnics   June 7 

• Last Day/Graduation  June 8 

News From the Music Room 

Greetings from the music department! 
 
The Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble are preparing for our Music in the Parks field trip and competition at Great America on Saturday, May 13th.  Also, our 
Jazz Ensemble will be volunteering to play at the Big Sur International Marathon on Sunday, April 30th.   

 
Our SBMS Choir is also preparing for their Music in the Parks competition, which takes place on Saturday, May 20th at the Santa Cruz Boardwalk. The choir 
will sing pieces of contrasting style, listen to other choirs, spend a day in on the boardwalk, and participate in an award ceremony. We’re all looking forward to 
this trip! 

 
Please mark your calendar with our other upcoming events: 

• 4/30/17 - Sunday, 4AM! - Big Sur Marathon @ Big Sur (Jazz Ensemble) 

• 5/09/17 - Tuesday, 6:30 PM - SPRING Concert @ SBMS (Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, Choir) 

• 5/13/17 - Saturday, 6am-8pm - Music in the Parks (Great America) Concert Band + Jazz Ensemble  

• 5/16/17 -Tuesday- WUS Open House (WUS Instruments) 

• 5/17/17 - Wednesday Art Show @ SBMS (WUS Instruments) 

• 5/18/17 - Thursday SBMS Open House (Jazz Ensemble) 

• 5/20/17 - Saturday, 6:30am – 7:30pm - Music in the Parks (Santa Cruz) Choir 

• 6/08/17 - Thursday - Graduation (Concert Band)  
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Art News for April 

Eleven 6th, 7th & 8th grade students’ 
artwork were submitted to this 
year’s Seaside Youth Art Show 
–  Bernardette Heredia, Maddie 
Green, Angela Tan, Angel Zamarri-
pa, Wesley Hill, Sage Beutler, 
Healee Casarez, Hailey Geiler, Na-
talie Hernandez, Keertana Nambiar 
and Julie Lee.  Congratulations to 
Angela Tan and Wesley Hill for 
taking Second places, Julie Lee tak-
ing a Third place and Maddy Green, 
Hailey Geiler and Healee Casarez 
taking Honorable mentions. All 
eleven  students artwork is on dis-
play at the Seaside City Hall until 
Thursday, April 27th.  If you happen 
to be in the neighborhood please 
go see this wonderful exhibit. 

 

April is Sculpture Month 

In April our Art Docents will be 
giving lessons in sculpture.  Typi-
cally one thinks of sculpture us-
ing marble or bronze.  We ex-
pose our students to paper, 
wood, raffia, and metal sculp-
ture.  This unit is always a favor-
ite.  The ability to create some-
thing three-dimensional is inter-
esting to our students and gives 
them a feeling of great satisfac-
tion. 

 

6th Graders will be doing em-
bossed metal boxes in the style 
of Mexican tin folk art. This is a 
wonderful unit for the students, 
which enables them to use a dif-
ferent kind of ma-
terial that they 
have not used be-
fore.   

 

Grade 7 art projects are based 
on their language arts and history 
curriculums.   Therefore, the stu-
dents will be having a lesson in 

Japanese Sumi-e 
Painting which is 
being done during 
their Literature 
classes this year.  

 

Grade 8 is just finished “Mexican 
Amate Painting”.  The 8th grade 
students learned about Mexican 
folk art and paint-
ed on amate pa-
per made from fig 
bark.  They creat-
ed a painting 
showing flowers, 
birds, animals or 
creative designs using brilliant, 
sometimes fluorescent paints.  
The paintings are fanciful and are 
finished with a border on the bot-
tom.  The background is never 
painted - colorful figures stand out 
against the rich brown, textured 
paper. At the end of the month 
during Common core testing, the 
students will be learning Indian 

basket weaving. 
You don’t want 
to miss them on 
display at our 
annual Art Show. 

 

Picture of the Month 

In the month of April, our docents 
will be presenting multicultural art 
works.  We show a variety of cul-
tures, which include African, Mexi-
can, Japanese, Chinese, India and 

American. We will be introduc-
ing a series of new Japanese 
woodblock prints that were 
provided by an art grant we 
were awarded.  It’s important 
for students to see how artists 
from all over the world have 
perceived and represented their 
cultures in the visual arts.  In 
addition to broadening their 
awareness of art, multicultural 
art can help students see the 
influence of non-Western art on 
Western artists.  In this day and 
age, it is apparent communica-
tion and faster transportation 
has meant that a “global” com-
munity of artists whose works 
all influence each other has 
emerged.  Multicultural Art 
makes students aware of the 
interconnectedness of these ar-
tistic communities. 

 

THE DISTRICT ART 
SHOW 

It is time to start getting ready 
for the District Art Show. We 
will be displaying over 2000 
pieces of original children’s art.  
Please mark your calendar and 
come view our show.  The art 
show will be from Tuesday, 
May 16 to Thursday evening, 
May 18.  On Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, our out-
standing music programs from 
Washington and San Benancio 
Middle schools will entertain us.  
This is an event you do not want 
to miss!   
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Please be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come the last Friday of every 
month. His next visit is April 28th. He changes his flavors monthly. $5.00/cup and smart snack approved! 
20% of the sales goes back to ASB. We would like to invite you to our next Parents Club Meeting on 
April 20th at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle School. We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month!  It’s a great way to find out what’s happening at our schools.  Be on the lookout for the Butter 
Braid flyer coming home week of 4/17! All proceeds benefit our schools! Schoolkidz flyer will also be 
coming out in May to pre-order your back to School supplies. Fast, Easy and affordable and saves on 
time! Come help us plan for the upcoming fun events. We need help and we are still looking for board 
members.  We would love to have you there! 

PARENTS ’  CLUB UPDATE 

APRIL SPORTS UPDATE 
 

Our Winter Sports Awards assembly was held on Friday, April 7 during activity.   

Golf, Tennis and Track and Field are in full swing.  Thanks to Wendy More and Sharon Evers 

for volunteering to coach tennis.  Thank you to Tom Chapman for coaching golf.  Thanks to 

Kirsten Horak, Mindy Carpenter and Rob Anderson for coaching Track and Field.  The 

Sports section of the school website is up to date.  The calendar has all the current dates 

and times.   

Please feel free to email me anytime with questions at sbacon@washingtonusd.org.  
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While the 33rd Annual Fundraiser was a success, we are still behind on our fundraising goals due to 

a lower than hoped for participation in the Fall Campaign fundraiser. 
 
This time of year WUEF would normally choose to do a “Spring Fundraiser” to complete our goal of 
raising the $200,000 needed to fully fund the Art, Music & Technology programs at all 3 schools for the 
following school year.  Last year we made the decision to try something new: Crowd Funding.  Follow-
ing the success of this fundraiser last year, we are bringing it back!  In lieu of selling items like popcorn, 
cookie dough, magazines, etc., where we only get a small percentage of total sales, we are asking each 
member of the Washington Union School District community to donate $24 during 24 hours on Thurs-
day, April 20th to WUEF.  All we are asking for is $24.  100% of these donations will be fully dedicated 
to funding the Art, Music & Technology programs! 

If every family in the district gave $24, WE COULD RAISE OVER $16,000 IN JUST 24 HOURS!!  
Now imagine if every family forwarded this fundraising notice to just one other person (grandma, grand-
pa, auntie, uncle, or neighbor, the possibilities are ENDLESS!!) and those people also donated JUST 
$24.  We would raise OVER $30,000 IN JUST 24 HOURS!! 

REMEMBER, ON THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH, TO DONATE $24 (or more) TO 
WUEF VIA THE LINK BELOW!! 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/jointhecrowd 
 
WUEF is a non-profit 501c(3) organization.  Every donation to WUEF is tax deductible. 

Tax ID #77-0037407 
Please feel free to contact our event chairwoman with any questions about our fundraisers or if you 
would like to volunteer. tanyareinhardt@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook. Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updated on 
Facebook!  #partofpossible 
The next WUEF Board Meeting will be held on April 25th  @ 6:00p.m., Toro MPR room.  Please feel 
free to attend. 
 
With Gratitude, 
Lisa Milburn 
WUEF Board President 2016-17 

WUEF FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
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We’re gearing up for the California Assessment of Student  
Performance and Progress (CAASPP)! 

 
 

It’s almost that time again –standardized testing is right around the corner. We will be administering our tests 
between April 24 and May 26.  You play an important part in helping students give their best performance on 
this important test. As you know, we have been busy preparing and reinforcing the skills necessary for stu-
dents to demonstrate their learning. Even though this assessment is a snapshot—one single perspective – it is 
important that our students have every advantage to do their best. We don’t want to cause test anxiety, rather 
we want our students to feel as prepared as possible. While nobody loves testing, it is an important part of 
monitoring student progress and understanding. There are many ways in which you can help your child put 
his/her best foot forward. The following guidelines can help set our students up for success: 
 
 
Before the test: 
1. Make sure your child gets sufficient sleep starting at least two nights before the test 
2. Keep your routine as normal as possible. Minimize distractions and avoid stressful situations.  
3. Water and exercise help supply the brain with oxygen. Please encourage physical activities when playing 
at home. 
4. Be positive and confident in emphasizing that you know your child will do his/her best.  
5. Visit www.caaspp.org to check out a practice test. This format is identical to the one that your student will 
see on test day.  Encourage your student to explore the website so they feel comfortable and confident nav-
igating the testing platform.  
6. Discuss the test openly and from a strength-based perspective. Ask your child how he or she feels about 
the upcoming test. Do your best to calm any stress by reminding him/her to just do their best, to take deep 
breaths and stay calm, and that performance on a test does not define him or her as a person. It is just one op-
portunity they get to show what they know! 

 
 

The morning of the test:  
1. Get up a few minutes early to avoid rushing and make sure your child arrives at school on time.  
2. Make sure your child has a healthy breakfast and drinks enough water so his or her body and mind are 
up for the task. Have your child dress comfortably.  
3. Anxiety can be a test-takers biggest obstacle. The most important thing you can do right before the test 
is to build confidence about staying calm and doing your best.  Remind your child that he/she is special 
and that you believe in him/her!  

 
 

After the test:  
1. Talk to your child about his/her feelings about the test.  
2. Discuss what was easy and what was hard; discuss what your child learned from the test.  
3. Review and discuss results together.  Celebrate your child’s strengths and persistence on the test.  

 
Take a deep breath --Go with the flow--Just do your best--Show what you know! 
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